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Google released NotebookLM and Gemini for schools with full default enablement for 
Workspace for Education in August 2025. Educators were able to start assigning 
NotebookLM and Gems (custom AI bots) directly within Google Classroom in September 
2025. 

NotebookLM is free to use

● Users of NotebookLM must:
○ Be at least 18 years old OR approved by school
○ Have a Google account.

For Education these are core services so Google does not use your data to train 
NotebookLM. However, NotebookLM is experimental and, like most AI services, may 
sometimes provide incorrect information.  Use your teacher knowledge.



Free Version

● Create up to 100 notebooks
● Upload up to 50 documents per notebook
● Add documents up to 100 MB and 500,000 words

○ Add Websites, Youtube videos
○ Add PDFs, Google Docs, Google Slides, or pasted text

● Upload an audio MP3 file - it converts to text and analyzes
● Save AI responses and key passages in a noteboard
● Full Integration with Gemini

○ NotebookLM is a closed environment only using loaded resources
○ Gemini is an open environment with access to the full web unless prompt restricted

Premium Versions are available with a licensing fee. 



What is Notebook LM?

● Google’s innovative AI-powered note-taking and research assistant.
● Designed to enhance reading comprehension and analysis
● Built-in source verification and citation tracking
● Secure platform with a focus on academic integrity
● Helps teachers organize and process educational content efficiently



What is Gemini? (And Why Now?)

● The "Core Service" Advantage: In Google Workspace for Education, Gemini 
now has enterprise-grade privacy.

● Safety First: Your prompts and student data are not used to train AI models 
or reviewed by humans.

● Integration: It’s built into the tools you already use (Docs, Slides, Classroom, 
and Gmail).



Gemini in Google Docs & Slides

● Docs: Use "Help me write" to generate 
differentiated reading passages, IEP draft 
language, or rubrics.

● Slides: Generate custom visuals with 
Gemini 3 Flash Image (formerly Nano 
Banana 2) to match specific lesson 
themes.

● Formatting: Instantly convert a messy 
outline into a structured syllabus or 
project brief.



Revolutionizing Assessment with Gemini in Forms

● Help Me Create: Describe a topic (e.g., "5 questions on photosynthesis for 
7th grade") and Gemini builds the form.

● Smart Suggestions: Gemini analyzes your questions and suggests better 
distractors or more rigorous alternatives.

● Response Summaries: Use AI to identify common misconceptions in 
open-ended answers without reading 150 entries manually.



The integration of NotebookLM and Gemini in education provides a 
secure, AI-powered workspace (COPPA/FERPA compliant) that leverages 
Gemini's models to analyze, summarize, and create, blog.google. Users 
can ground Gemini's reasoning in their own uploaded documents (PDFs, 
Docs) via NotebookLM, blog.google to generate audio overviews, 
quizzes, and mind maps, fostering personalized learning, note-taking, 
and research for students and teachers



The Integration: Syncing Gemini & NotebookLM
● Shared "Notebooks": In 2026, Gemini and 

NotebookLM sync bi-directionally.

● Workflow:
○ 1.  Research a broad topic in Gemini.
○ 2.  Save it to a Notebook.
○ 3.  Open NotebookLM to generate a Mind Map or Infographic 

from that data.

● Continuity: Sources added in one app automatically 
appear in the other.



Example: The Personalized Study Center

● The Task: Preparing for a Unit Exam on the Civil War.

● Teacher Workflow: * Upload lecture notes and primary sources to a 
Notebook.
○ Generate a Cinematic Video Overview for visual learners.
○ Generate a Guided Learning quiz for students to test their own knowledge.

Instead of one-size-fits-all, you can provide a "study suite." Some students listen 
to the Audio Overview on the bus, while others use the interactive Mind Map.



Key Features for Educators

● Intelligent summarization of complex texts
● Question-Answer capabilities using source materials
● Real-time fact-checking and verification
● Collaborative workspace lesson planning
● Integration with Google Workspace (Docs & G-Classroom)



Benefits for Teachers

● Saves time in lesson planning
● Summarizes lengthy educational materials
● Generates discussion questions
● Creates quick assessments
● Helps differentiate instruction
● Provides research assistance



Getting Started

● Visit notebooklm.google.com
● Sign in with Google account
● Create a new notebook
● Upload or paste educational content
● Start interacting with the AI assistant
● Save and organize your work



Practical Example: Lesson Planning

● Upload your curriculum standards
● Ask NotebookLM to:

○ Break down standards into objectives
○ Suggest activities aligned with objectives
○ Create assessment questions
○ Generate differentiation strategies
○ Example Query: "Create a week-long lesson plan for photosynthesis”



Practical Example: Content Summary

Upload a textbook chapter

●  Request:
○ Main concepts summary
○ Key vocabulary list
○ Student-friendly explanations
○ Review questions
○ Example Query: "Summarize this chapter for 7th-grade reading 

level”



Best Practices

● Be specific in your requests
● Review AI-generated content before use
● Combine with your professional judgment
● Use as a starting point, not final product
● Keep student needs in mind
● Save successful prompts for future use



Common Applications
● Content summarization
● Creating study guides and guided questions
● Generating writing prompts
● Developing rubrics
● Crafting exit tickets
● Formulating discussion questions
● Building vocabulary lists
● Creating differentiated worksheets
● Lesson planning enhancement
● Research assistance
● Student support materials



Google AI toolkit collection and how-to’s

Google AI Toolkit - LINK

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1lrc_upYHQlwLkRx9u86oiBWU8Th9pX5UUv8g6-L6u3o/present?mkt_tok=ODA4LUdKVy0zMTQAAAGg4yysiwuMUgKBIuIJckQqNW_cdSvzlQFNmecauVVfEIpFsuYiAJvv8yvs1LM86hAuzRDljNH0N_9LK1QxZOC0gqMpQ1TOGcY-zSccV1Xx6RCc9qdGiEjR&slide=id.g3ac8083d791_0_4064


EDU * Gems * by Eric Curts -  LINK

https://www.edugems.ai/
https://www.edugems.ai/


Next Steps and Resources

● Join NotebookLM teacher communities
● Practice with sample content
● Start with one subject area
● Set realistic implementation goals
● Share feedback with colleagues
● Stay updated on new features

Find Support @ help.google.com/notebooklm 

http://help.google.com/notebooklm


Upload Sources

Upload: PDFs, Websites, YouTube, Audio files, Google Docs, or Google Slides

NotebookLM will summarize them and make connections between topics

MultiModal and MultiLingual



See the source, not just the answer

NotebookLM provides clear citations

Shows exact quotes from sources



Listen and learn on the go

Audio Overview feature - turn sources into “Deep Dive” discussions 

Produce audio podcasts  and video overviews for a topic 



Questions-Comments!
Terence Sullivan (tsullivan@eiu.edu)
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