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Cheating Nature

by George Tiller

The indusirial revalution was, through its entire course, henelicial o the English psaple. This
is true for 2 number of raasons, the chiel une being that the industrial revolution allowed the English
to chear nature by fenoring the lumits placed upon every pravious society.

The most dreadful limit placed on any sociely is that imposed by the supply of food. "Nature
has scattersd the law of nature, restrains them within the proscribed hounds." The English, by
achieving the ability to manufacture gonds cheaper and better than anyone else, were able to trade
for resources on a global scals. This made the "proscribed bounds" more than laree encugh to
accommoedate a growing Enplish population.

And grow it did. For a people supposedly deopping like flies from the effects of factory and gin-
mill, the English were reproducing at a rale (hat makes one wonder about English reserve. How
badly nff were they? "During this season of distress the discouragements to marriage and difficulty
of raising 4 family are so great that progress of population is retarded.™ In 1760 the population wus
.5 million. By 1811 it grew to 10 million and reached 26 million by 1881, Tlus is the bottom line.
If the industrial revolution was not beneficial, the English population would not have grown as much
as it did. Segments of the population did suffer termibly; but taken as 4 whole, the English throve.

The mast effective counter-argument against this is that made by Tir, James Kay. “nsirocted
in Lhe fatal secret of suhsisting on what iz harely necessary 1o life, the laboring classes have ceased
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to entertain a laudable pride..."? It also implies that the English wers able to survive only by
deprading their quality of life. This argument probahiy assumes Lhat English laborers had a quality
of life higher than actually possessed.

The fact that before the mdustrial revolution nebady knew or cared about the actual condition
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of the laboring classes 1s indicative of the other great benefit of the indusinal revolution. Malthus
writes that only the affairs of the great e found in history. The suffenng was anvthing but
inevilable. For the first time, people such as the Luddites and the Yorkshire cloth workers had a
cause of their misery that was a human invention. The fact that prosperity was dependent on human
decisions made poverty itself a political issue, Engels in his description of the working class of
England, represents e milestone in human perception. This 15 because he ascribes poverty io
"Industrialists who grow rich on the misery of the mass of the wage eamers, " Poverty, considerad
the fate of the majority of mankind by natural Jaw at the beginning of the industrial revolution, was
becoming a matter of political and business decisions by 1844, This implies a hope that mankind had
never had before. The recognition of the "workers™ as a vital part of society and he resulting
concern on their behalt began to occur with the onsel of the industrial revolution,

A preal deal is suid sbout the misery caused by the industnal revolution. However, given the
choces (where thev existed), the alternative evil would have been worse, "The immediate effacts
ol this manulacturing phenomenon were & rapid increase of the wealth, industry, populalion and
political influence of the British and...cnabled o contend with...the most formidable malitary and
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immoral pirwer...." Chwen later laments the graed of the mannfacture and the abuse of the worker.
Were country squires and workshop mesters anv less grasping? The fact that tenant farmers were
pouring inte Manchester before and after 1832 from an even worse situation in Ireland suggests that
greed was not confimed to factory owners.® Andrew Ure points to the far greater labor required by
artisans and workers in domestic industries for less reward, although his description of factory
chiidren as "lively elves" strains his credibility.” The Saddler Reporl containg vivid descriptions of
the gbuses m certain factories but does not deal with the problems of workers in differing modes of
emplovment. This and the lack of hard statistical data makes the report nsaless m considering the
allernatives facing the Enplish worker,

The demands of the Luddites and the Yorkshire cloth workers, if followed, wounld not have mads
their lives berter. lor them to compets for the markets they needed, they would have causad far
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greater degradation, caplured fewer markets and created Jass wealth.*  As to thewr concern for
employment, the factories created far more opportunity then thev destroved. This is confirmed by
Jahn Aikin,? Owen, Kay and Ure. lreland showed the terrible cost of restricting human enterprse.

It is interesting lo note that fwo of the opponents to the factory system believe that mosl of the
ills of the workers were Broupghl upon their own "improvidence, ™ Tt is alse interesting and sad to
note that not only did the parents of the factory children not riot over their treatment by the owners
but that the children were sent to work by their own parents!" [s this development new or was it
4 holdover from the small workshop and farm? 17 the latter is the case, then perchaps the industrial
revolution made these children’s lives better.

The industrial revolution was beneficial to the English people because it gave them options that
they had never had before, Goods became cheaper and far more plentiful. The mind hecame prized
for its inventions which broke all restraints on human endeavor. For the first Lime, poverty itself was
seen as something that could be ended; this hope alone made the industrial revolurion beneficial to
lhe Euglish pecple. '
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