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Dr. Anita Shelton’'s "Wamen in
Russia’s History

Dr. Anita Shelton’s presentation on Waomen in Russian fustory, given on April 8, 1992, dealt with
the significance of women in the averall history of Russia. Through her research for this topic she
became fully of aware that the seemingiy marpinal history of women, in facl casts pew light on the
cenlral questions of human existence.

1t 15 this new light that shows, for example, that although the sucial position of neble women has
changed dramatically from the vriging of the Russian state, 1o tha present, it has alwavs interrwined
with {and often been fused with} the main themes of the whole of Russtan history.

There is evidence available that shows women in early Rus history were warriors and tnatriarchs,
The word "amazon" comes thron gh the Gresk from the ancienr Slavie waord amurhonpaia--masculine
womanl. The Primary Chronicle--the main wrillen sourcs of ear] y medieval Russiag historv--indicates
that CHza. an claventh sentury gqueen of Rus was a shrewd und ambitious ruler,

The significance of this lies in the survival of the wmyth of the super-competent shavic "amazon"
heyond the next phases of gredler oppression and intw the modern colleclive CousCinnsness., This js
expressed by the popular saving that "women do everything and men can do the rest,” The begianing
of the phases of oppression came with the Byzantine Orthodax Christianity and continued through the
Mongol invasion. Both of these in different ways combined 1o reduce the Slavic female o the solc
role of producers and tendery of children. This oppression remained in this form until Petey T and
his mass reconstruction of Russian society furced rhe bepinning of the reemergence of women into
broader society.

Dr. Shelton went on to explain that women played un extensive role i the intellipentsia of the
nineteenth and warly twentiath tentury. These women wers nat solely of the uobilitv: in fact. this
i8 the period when the [easanl woman juined the noble woman to pursue the task of eliminating bath
class and gender megality, Thay becamea especially active during the earliag stagres of communist
Zrowlh in Russia. lromically, this acuvily, did not give them any positions of aulthorty in the Bolshe-
vik government, Argam they found themselves producing children for the state and |is wags, as wel]
as working full time, 7t is also interesting to nate that wien the women m the United Stares Wera
lobbying for the E.R.A. and the legal right to "do it all”. Saviel wornen could nol understand thic
need of American Women--they “had 1t all" and would nar mind being so “imijed" occasionally,

The women of Russia through the ares have gome from matriarchs to slavas to citizens, Thase
metlamorphoses have not alwavs heen bencficial or apprecisted.  Thar each of these changes
corresponded Lo a changs in the complele history of Russia is undemiahle.

~feanine L. Raardon



