Paper Grading
The “A” Paper (90-100 pts.)

· Has a central theme expressed explicitly in the thesis statement and developed consistently through the paper

· Is easy to follow because it is logically developed and written clearly

· Each paragraph has focus, unity, and coherence

· Smooth transitions exist between paragraphs and sentences

· Assertions are supported with examples, illustrations, and/or details

· Words and ideas are used precisely

· Free of mechanical, spelling, and grammatical errors

· Is interesting to read and shows imagination

· Conclusion does not merely re-state the thesis, but summarizes the major points in order to make the reader understand the subject at a higher level

· Adheres to the requirements of the assignment

The “B” Paper (80-89 pts.)

· Has a clearly and succinctly written thesis statement

· Is easy to follow and its paragraphs have focus and unity

· May lack coherence and smooth transition at some points

· May have one or two mechanical, spelling, and/or grammatical errors

· Each paragraph is well-developed

· Most ideas are supported by examples, but may lack details

· Lacks the spark of imagination and interest of the superior paper

· The conclusion summarizes the entire paper

· Adheres to the requirements of the assignment

The “C” Paper (70-79 pts.)

· The thesis may be too wordy though it may be clearly stated or may be too vague or is difficult to find

· Contains mechanical, spelling, and grammar errors that are distracting but do not overly mar communication.  These errors may be sentence fragments, spelling verb-tense shifts, etc.
· Lacks vigor of thought and expression

· Problems with focus, development, and transition are evident

· Conclusion shows a little more than a superficial understanding of the subject

· Does not meet all requirements of the assignments

The “D” Paper (60-69 pts.)

· Lacks focus and unity
· Many serious mechanical and grammar errors, such as run-on sentences, colloquial language, comma splices, etc.

· Lacks imagination

· Few, if any, supporting examples, illustrations, or details are given

· No sense of supplying the reader with important or necessary information for understanding or comprehension

· Little attention is paid to the requirements of the assignments
The “F” Paper (59 pts. and lower)

· The “F” paper has all the problems of the “D” paper but to a greater degree

· Numerous incoherent or illegible sentences

· A preponderance of misspelled works and grammatical errors

· No evidence of focus, organization, or development

· Does not adhere to the requirements of the assignment
