Integrity Scenario #1INTEGRITY SCENARIOS for CRITICAL THINKING


Yulanda has had trouble writing since she started in college. Fortunately, her mother has a degree and is a good writer—she knows what Yulanda must do to write well in college. Despite her struggles, Yulanda has managed to make a B in Composition Fundamentals. 

Now, she is in Composition I, and the expectations are higher.  She has struggled to make a C in part because of comma splices and run-on sentences, yet she thinks she deserves a higher grade. Frustrated, she has asked her mother to correct her grammatical errors. When she gets her paper back from her mother, she notices that she has reworded her thesis and has rewritten half of her conclusion. Yulanda thinks the paper is much better and should earn her at least a B. She turns it in.

Do you think Yulanda is doing the right thing? Why or why not? Do her actions violate any written or unwritten rules about academic integrity?

Integrity Scenario #2

Marlea is taking an accounting class, which requires that students complete a group project. Marlea HATES group projects because they usually mean that she ends up with doing all the work. The assignment for the group is to create a business plan for a fictional business and include examples of cost accounting in the plan.  All members of the group will receive the same grade for the work and all members must present the project.

The group has met once and besides coming up with their fictional business—a dog-walking service—they have not done anything else. She has less than two weeks to get her group in gear, but after emailing them or calling them, she is beginning to realize that they will not be able or are not willing to do their share of the work. Thus, Marlea has decided to complete the project on her own and share brief the rest of the group on “what part they did” so that it will look like a true group effort.

Do you think Marlea is doing the right thing? Why or why not? Do her actions violate any written or unwritten rules about academic integrity?

Integrity Scenario #3

Reggie is taking a world literature class online. He has been disappointed that the class has not been as interactive as he thought it would be and the workload has been tremendous—100 pages of literature (ancient literature!!) a week. He has taken one test so far, but besides his grade of a C-, he has received little feedback on his progress. 

Reggie is particularly concerned that his grade in the class may not be high enough for him to keep his scholarship. He must maintain a 3.25 each semester, and if he makes a C in this class, he may lose his scholarship and not be able to return next semester. All he has left is a final exam and a literary analysis paper. Reggie decides that he cannot afford a low grade on his paper—and the professor doesn’t seem to read his work anyway—so he buys a paper on Gilgamesh from www.123essays.com and turns it in.


Do you think Reggie is doing the right thing? Why or why not? Do his actions violate any written or unwritten rules about academic integrity?
