College Goals and Expectations Paper

All of you arrived at the decision to come to college, and then to come to Eastern, because of a variety of reasons and through a myriad of experiences and influences.  For many people, the decision to come to college is the first step in a well-defined career plan.  For others, attending college is a step toward deciding what you want to do for a career.  For some students, college is primarily an educational and growth experience both inside and out of the classroom. For other students, college is a way to avoid “the real world” for 4 or more years.

In this first paper for University Foundations, we would like you to consider your current educational and career goals and your expectations for college.  It is up to you to focus your paper with a well-written and defining thesis, but here are a few questions to consider answering in your discussion:

· Why did you decide to attend college?

· What made you choose Eastern over your other choices?

· What advice did you receive from family/friends concerning attending college, coming to Eastern, choosing a major, etc.?

· What expectations did you have for college before you came?  Have those expectations come true or been changed as you experience college?

· What are your long-range plans for a career or graduate school?  (You may want to discuss the choices of major/career that you are considering if you have not yet made up your mind.)

· What does a college education mean to you?  What should a college education bring to you besides a well-paying job after graduation?

· What do you hope to accomplish during your college career academically, socially, creatively, personally, etc.?

· What are your goals for University Foundations?  What do you hope to learn/achieve by taking this course?

Those of you who have not yet declared a major may want to focus your essay around the questions geared toward why you decided to come to college or what you want to achieve this semester rather than focusing on a future career, or you may want to share with us some careers you are considering.

For this assignment, your audience is your instructors.  Tell us honestly what your goals are, how you formulated them, and how you plan to go about achieving them.  If you are experiencing confusion over what goals you want to set, explain that to us and describe the source(s) of that state of confusion.
Your paper should be 600-850 words (2-4 pages).  There is no research or reading required to complete this assignment.  You’re already the expert on this topic since the topic is you, your goals and expectations.  

You may want to take your papers to the Writing Center located in Coleman Hall (website:  http://www.eiu.edu/~writing/.  The website provides information on hours, resources, and the phone number for the grammar hotline!).  Tutors at the WC can help you with mechanics, paragraph development, thesis writing, organization, and so forth.

