Connections
This exercise gives students the opportunity to see the things that they have in common.

Version 1:
Split into small groups of four-six people.  Have each group list as many things as they can that they all have in common.  Let them report back to the rest of the class.

Version 2:
Get the whole class involved!  Start off by having your class sit in a circle.  Stand and begin talking about yourself, telling your name, major, etc.  Once someone else has something in common with you, they should stand up and shout, “Connection!”  They then give their name and start describing themselves.  Then someone else will stand when they have something in common with the second person.  This continues until everyone in the room is standing.  The only rules are that a connection, such as the same major, cannot be repeated twice.  Additionally, everyone must say their name before they start talking about themselves.  Lastly, if two or more people jump up at the same time with the same connection, the person talking bout themselves must choose who gets to go next.  Let students know that they can talk about things they like to do, favorite movies, music, television shows, etc.

Version 3:
As a class, list things that the whole group has in common.
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