Citizenship Project

One of the requirements for all of the University Foundations courses is a citizenship component.  The goal behind the citizenship requirement is to introduce students to the opportunities and activities in the community on campus as well as beyond Eastern’s campus and to make students aware that Eastern is part of a larger community in Charleston, in Illinois, in the United States, and the world.  In other words, to be responsible citizens . . . or at least to start thinking about this role. 
Our class will be working on one project related to being a good citizen.  We will discuss and vote on a project as a class.  
Projects you did in the past or for a fraternity or sorority do not count.  This must be a new project with your group.
We expect each person to complete a minimum of five hours of service/work and a maximum of ten hours of service.  Usually, you are asked to provide written proof of your volunteer efforts, so get a signature if you volunteer with an organization (see the back of this sheet).  You and the class members should try to work together as much as possible.  You may work in groups of 2 or 3 if that fits your schedules best.
Your assignment is to complete the requisite number of hours and then write a reflection of your project examining your experience and what you learned/experienced during the course of completing your service/volunteer work.  Discuss the teamwork involved.  What did you do?  Why did you choose this project?  What did you learn about the campus, community, charity, yourself, each other?  Would you volunteer in this way again?  Why or why not?  If you had this project to do all over again, what would you do differently (be specific, explain why)?  What skills did you use or build through this project?
Your papers should be 3-4 pages long (750-1000 words).  Check your syllabus for the due date.  
To get started, check out the Community Service web site at http://www.eiu.edu/volunteer/.  Their “Volunteer Now!” link provides a list of projects up-coming projects that you can join.  Or, check out the Local Agencies list for places that welcome volunteers (booklet we gave you in class).  You may also create your own project.
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