Campus Safety
Adapted from model lesson plan by Jodi Bryant, Peer Leader ‘04

Goals/Objectives:
· To get students thinking about the ways to remain safe on campus

· To make students aware of the many ways to stay safe

· To make students aware of the resources that the university has, enabling them to remain safe

Student Preparation:
Students should read the section of Transitions  related to campus safety.  Students will benefit more from this lesson if it is taught towards the beginning of the semester.  It would also be a good idea for the instructor to have someone from the USC Police Department come and discuss safety with the students after this lesson has been completed.

Materials/Resources:
· “Safety Scenarios” handout

Outline:

1. This class should begin with a general discussion of the reading in the Transitions book.  Most of the focus should regard the idea that most thefts on this and other campuses involve that of personal property.  After discussing this fact, the instructor should try and get the class to come up with ways to keep their personal items safe.  The instructor should also emphasize the call box system and how it works.

2. For the second half of class, students should be broken into groups and given a scenario that deals with one of the many safety issues (“Safety Scenarios” handout).

3. After giving the groups some time to discuss among themselves, each group should then read their scenarios to the entire class.  They should then tell the entire class how they would handle this situation.  The instructor should make sure to give any suggestions to their explanations as they see fit.

Safety Scenarios
1. It’s 9:00 p.m. and you are just arriving back on campus from Wal-Mart.  You park your car in your parking garage spot and begin to grab all of your grocery bags.  You walk to your residence hall which is a short distance away.  On your way you notice someone suspicious behind you.  What should you do?  What could you have done to avoid this position in the first place?

2. It’s Christmas Break and you are getting ready to go home for the holidays.  What should you do before leaving your residence hall?

3. It has just gotten dark outside and you and your friends have been getting ready to go out for the evening.  You just realize that you don’t have any cash for the evening’s events.  You decide that you will walk over to the Russell House and go to the ATM.  Is this a good decision?  How can you make yourself safer on the walk over?

4. You are getting ready to walk out of your residence hall for your early morning class.  You don’t think that you need to lock your door because your roommate doesn’t have class until later in the day.  Even though your roommate is still there, what could possibly happen?

5. You arrive back in your residence hall room from a long day in class.  You notice right away that your lap top is missing.  What should you do?  Who should you contact first?
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